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Two leaders of South Africa's Torch Commando, Louls Kane~Berman and Douglas W:I.laon,l
bave stated that the United Party has a "very good chance" of unseating the Nationalie
Party in the April gemeral elections., Their assumption is based on the following
factors:

&. A surprising number of English-speaking voters supported the Nationalist Party
in the last election in the belief that the country needed a change of admini-
stration. Moat of these persona are now expacted to vote for the United Party.

b. The Government's recent efforts to enaect the Separate Representation of Voters
Act 1s expected to bring the "eolored" population into the renks of the United
Party. In the last electlon, the "colored" of the Cape Provinee supported the
Ketionalists.,

@, Reoent native riots should awaken the voters to the inherent dangers of the
present poliey of apartheid.

Kane-Berman end Wilson discount the ‘byaeléetéon of June 1952 in Wekkerstiroem which
the Nationalists won by a sigeable mejority.® The Torch Commando leaders claim that
the aree, desplte Nationalist Party arguments to the contrary, was not a United
Party stronghold, end that the Goverament eireoulsted false reports eoncerning the
intimidation of voters by the Toreh Commands. :

Regerding the Torch Commando and its obJeetives, Kane-Berman denied that ey vere
planning to disband if the United Party gained & victory in the elections.3 Until
the sountry hes reached & sound political equilibrium and & worksble native poliey,
he said, the Torch Commando would contisue its etruggle.

That the Torch Commando is & militaristic orgsnilatibn and has been infiltrated by
Communiste was very emphatically denied by both Kane-Bermen and Wilson. They admit
that & few Communists msy have penetrated the lover echelons, but they add that all
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ﬁhe afficers are carefully screened and sre definitely noti.sympathetic to Cmmnunism.
'I‘heg_,r Blso deny that the members of the organizatiaﬁ are being formed inte nilita.ry-
ty;pe units or being instructed in the use of arms.

5, Karle-Berman proudly points out that at least 60 percent of the Torch Commandois
268,000 menbers are Afrikaans, Therefore, 1t is npt an anti-ﬁfribaana' oyganization.

25X1A

Louls Kane-Bermen 1s the chairman of the National Executive

25K1A 1, - % Comment,
of the Torch Commando, end Dougles Wilson 1s & member of the Actlon Committee
of the National Executive, Both men are attorneys, .

25X1Ao, EEEEMcComment. The Natlonslist Party has scclaimed the Wakkerstroom by-election
a8 an indlecation of the growing popularity of the Malan administration.

25X,1A 3. B ¢omment. Kane-Berman wes recently mlsquoted as saylng that the Torch
Commendo woﬁd disbend 41f the Unlted Party wins in April,

25X1AY, m This information contradicts other reports which indicete
% Torch Commando is organized on militery lives. [N
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